Arimatsu Michiakari (Arimatsu Street Bamboo Lights)
Kayoko Kondo
A proposal was made by Mr. Oshima, the owner of the guesthouse in Arimatsu, Nagoya, Japan to light up
the street of Arimatsu where the old houses from more than 100 years ago still stand. This preservation
area is famous for tie-dying, but it is not so known for the old houses.

A: The House of Kozuka in West of Arimatsu
Mr. Oshima made a working group in September, 2016. This bamboo lights project started from Kumamoto
in Kyushu island. People in Kumamoto made bamboo lights to light up in the river. The group enabled
people to get to know each other, and that made it possible to form the organization of volunteers after the
earthquake struck in Kumamoto April, 2016. This project not only cut bamboo so that bamboo forests
won’t take over the land but also connected people. It created community through working together.
End of September, 2016
Cutting bamboo: Even though there are a lot of bamboo forests in Toyoake area, it is not so easy to find just
the right place for cutting them. We were lucky to find a construction site where they were in the middle
of cutting bamboo. We only needed to select and cut unwanted parts off. We got more than 200 thick
bamboo. Next day, the president of the construction company and I went to the construction site and I
was introduced to the workers. The following day, Mr. Oshima and other volunteers moved bamboo to one
corner of the site and bundled them up, waiting to be carried to the workplace.

B: There were so many thick (10 cm or more diameter) bamboo.

C: Put markings to the bamboo to be cut.
Oct. 5th, 2016
We moved the bamboo (200 pieces) to the workplace where we drill holes to bamboo.
Three different groups came up with the designs for the patterns and the installation:
Mr. Kawabuchi, some graduate students of Meijyo University Graduate School of Architecture Dept., and I
were to design the bamboo structure for the MADO’s parking lot, the House of Ando, and the House of
Kozuka, respectively.

D: A design for the House of Kozuka.

Drilling holes to bamboo.
Mr. Oshima prepared the tools, saws, plastic sheet (working sheet), gloves, tape, and printed patterns for
drilling bamboo.

E: After carrying the bamboo to the working site, the bamboo is cut into the planned lengths.
The volunteers started drilling holes to the bamboo. Some days were hot, some days were cold and windy,
but we somehow drilled all the bamboo we prepared. We held some workshops at several places:
an automobile parts factory in Mie prefecture, Meijyo University festival, Handa Marche, and at the
MADO’s parking lot.
Mr. Oshima gathered the residents along the West Arimatsu and explained the meaning of this project. He
was successful that they agreed to use the candles for lighting instead of using electric lightings. We
wanted something authentic.

F: One piece of bamboo has just been drilled.

G: The long works are being drilled by the volunteers.
We became good friends after working together.

H: Even some elementary students who live nearby came to drill holes.
End of Oct. to Nov. 11th
We assembled bamboo structures, transported, and installed at each site. A part of the work was to be
installed on the 12th.

I: We assembled bamboo structures with horizontal and diagonal support.

J: The bamboo works were lined up after assembly.

K: The drilled and assembled works were carried to the installation sites.

L: After the installation in the space under the eaves,
ikebana was arranged to the right side.
After carrying the works by a truck, we carefully carried to the Nokishita (the space under the eaves) of the
House of Kozuka. This design is called Katamigawari（Unsymmetrical design.）
The stars in the Syrian Desert (left) and the Ancient Orient patterns with ikebana (right).
Nov. 12th.
Nice and warm day for the lighting.
We started lighting around 4 pm.
As we watched them lit, we were so pleased to watch the lights with volunteers and audience.
The lights were lit until 9 pm.

M: Inserting glass containers with candles one by one.

N: Right after the candles were inserted, we saw the patterns showing for the first time.

O: The Orient pattern lights at the House of Kozuka.（１）

P: The Orient pattern lights at the House of Kozuka.（２）

Q: The entire view of the lights at the House of Kozuka.（3）

R: The entire view of lights at the House of Kozuka.（4）

S: Another set of bamboo structures were carried to the site.

T: The bamboo lights at the parking lot of MADO.（1）

U: The bamboo lights at the parking lot of MADO.（2）

V: The bamboo lights at the parking lot of MADO. The calligrapher’s performance has just been finished.
He is a good friend of the designer of the bamboo lights.（3）

W: The bamboo lights at the parking lot of MADO.（4）

X: The bamboo lights at the House of Ando.（1）

Y: The bamboo lights at the House of Ando.（2）

Z1: The bamboo lights at the street. (left)

Z2: The top view of the lights. (right)

